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from the Governor-general; but lost no time in
laying before the Supreme Government the real
position of affairs at Nagpoor, asking instructions
as to how far, in the actual state of tie Raja's
intellects, he might consider himself warranted in
receiving the overtures, and listening to the pro-
positions of, the presumptive heir, previously to
his acquiring any direct ostensible share in the
government. This was a question that depended
on the degree of Pursajee's incapacity. If it
were such as to prevent his being considered a
free agent in the choice of the responsible func-
tionaries of his government, then, of course, any
faction that should attempt to exclude the next
heir, being of fit age, from a share in the adminis-
tration, could only be regarded as usurpers, as-
suming the Raja's name as a mere cloak to their
illegal proceedings. In submitting this question,
Mr. Jenkins had evidently so decided an opinion
of the malady of the reigning Raja, as to" think
it would be usurpation in Dhunnajee's party, if,
representing themselves as the ministers of Pur-
sajee's choice, they refused to allow Apa Saheb
the exercise of a fair portion of control over their
acts of administration. Wherefore, on the same
principle as the latter would have been warranted
in 'the employment of force to obtain his right,
would he likewise 'be free to solicit foreign aid
for the'purpose; and the British at liberty to con-